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A (Question.— It has always been a surprise to me that so much deference was 
paid by Old Testament critics to the Massorah. Was there such clear evidence in 
the Massoretic period of the ancient reading, that the Massorites could unfail- 
ingly apply a correct marking ? Could their Aramaic supply the antique Hebrew 
with precision ? Or was the Synagogue reading so connected through the ages as 
to be a perfectly safe guide ? I shall probably show my own ignorance by asking 
these questions. But I have so often wished to alter the vowel points and the 
accents as I read, that my foolish questions must be laid at the door of my rebel- 
lious spirit. 

I never read that glorious Old Testament evangel in Isaiah, 53d chapter, 
without wishing to unite the 9th and 10th verses " Because he had done no vio- 
lence neither was any deceit in his mouth, yet it pleased the Lord to bruise him," 
but his imperial majesty Silluk cries out "None of that!" The Waw at the 
beginning of the 10th verse certainly contrasts the action described afterward 
with the innocence expressed just before, and the two thoughts should run close 
together, as close as a " yet " could bring them. 

For a like reason I am compelled to read 1 Sam. iv., 1 (first clause) as it is in 
our English Bibles, when it surely belongs to the preceding chapter— " the Lord 
revealed himself to Samuel in Shiloh by the Word of the Lord, and the word of 
Samuel came to all Israel." It is a connected statement of Samuel's establish- 
ment as a prophet. The other way of reading makes God through Samuel to 
order the disastrous early battles of Ebenezer, whereas those battles were speci- 
mens of Israel's presumption. The third battle of Ebenezer, twenty years later 
(vii., 10, 11), was ordered by the Lord and was the overthrow of the Philistine 
domination. 

Again in Isaiah lxiv., 2, the words " behold, thou art wroth" certainly 
begin a new course of thought, but I suppose Mahpakh with hen atta forbids 
such a division. 

I could go on interminably with such questions, but they all depend on the 
one question, ' ; How far are we to bow down before the Massorah V*' 

When I find the LXX. evidently read many passages very differently from 
the Massorah, why am I to believe the Massorah. and reject the Alexandrian 
authorities ? 

If some of the Hebrew scholars who w-rite for the Old Testament Student 
will give light on this subject, there will be many a private in the ranks who will 
thank them. Howard Crosby, 

New York. 



Genesis V., 29. — "And he called his name Noah, saying: This same shall 
comfort us concerning our work and toil of our hands, because of the ground 
which the Lord hath cursed." 

The question is: What, if any, Messianic significance lies in this verse V 



